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OPINION 


Office 365 Outlook poses more problems for 


students amid CSUF's software transition. 


SEE PAGE 
8 


University offers free 


COVID-19 testing 


CSUF students can be 
tested on campus after a 
phone health screening. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 


Cal State Fullerton’s Stu- 
dent Wellness Center began 
offering free COVID-19 test- 
ing on Oct. 12 to symptom- 
atic students or students ex- 
posed to the virus. 

In order for students to 
receive testing, they must 
call the center and make an 


f 
The Student Wellness Center offers COVID-19 testing from Monday to Friday. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan) 


appointment. Once a health 
provider determines that the 
testing is necessary, a student 
can be tested on campus on 
weekdays from 1-4 p.m. 

Kerri Boyd Crooks, the 
associate director of Health 
Services, said in an email to 
the Daily Titan that the uni- 
versity is only offering testing 
to students and not staff, fac- 
ulty or local residents. 

Boyd said that students 
have been utilizing the testing 
offered. 


Dr. Richard Boucher, the 


- [(CSUF 


STUDENT WELLNESS 


Health Services 


TitanWell 


chief staff physician of Health 
Services, said that testing 
is located at two outdoor 
fenced-off areas on the cen- 
ter’s southwest side. 

Boucher said the center 
uses nasal testing in which a 
swab with a soft tip is insert- 
ed into the nostril. The center 
sends the test to a lab, and re- 
sults typically return in three 
days. Students can access 
their results online in their 
health center portal. 
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CSUF withholds 
financial records 


The university declined a 
request for information 
on embezzlement case. 


NOAH BIESIADA 
Asst. Editor 


Cal State Fullerton is with- 
holding all financial records 
of the past five years from the 
Department of Extended Ed- 
ucation following the Orange 
County District Attorney fil- 
ing charges of embezzle- 
ment against a CSUF former 
employee. 

Chris Chuyen Vo, a former 
employee in the University 
Extended Education finance 
department, was arrested last 
year for the stabbing death of 
Steven Chan, another former 
CSUF employee who had re- 
turned to the university as a 
consultant conducting a finan- 
cial audit on Vo’s department. 

Vo is charged with grand 
theft and murder, with sever- 
al extra charges that his ac- 
tions were allegedly for finan- 
cial benefit and that he laid in 
wait. The theft charges were 
added last month, at a hearing 
where the court agreed to take 
the death penalty off the table. 
If convicted on all counts, he 
could face life in prison. Vo 
has pleaded not guilty on all 
counts. 

CSUF never publicly dis- 
closed that Vo embezzled 
money from the university, al- 
though his department was 
under a financial audit led by 
Chan at the time of Chan’s 
death. The Orange County 


DA's office confirmed the em- 
bezzlement charge was linked 
to Vo’s work at CSUF, but de- 
clined to comment further. 

On Sept. 30, Daily Titan re- 
porters filed a public records 
request with the university, 
seeking copies of the depart- 
ment’s past financial records, 
results from the audit Chan 
was working on and any dis- 
cussion of financial indiscrep- 
ancies within the department. 

Exactly two weeks later, the 
university agreed to release the 
financial records and denied 
all other requests citing priva- 
cy rights, the ongoing investi- 
gation by law enforcement and 
attorney-client privilege as sev- 
eral reasons to not release the 
records. 

But the next day, the univer- 
sity reversed its decision and 
announced that they would not 
release any records. 

“After further review, we de- 
termined that at this time, the 
itemized budget documents are 
exempt from disclosure under 
the Public Records Act as they 
are part of a law enforcement 
investigation,” said Anne Gro- 
gan, CSUF’s Public Records 
Request Coordinator in an 
email to the Daily Titan. 


The university has not 
commented on the em- 
bezzlement charges, 
again citing the ongoing 
investigation. 


Over a year later, Vo’s tri- 
al has not moved beyond a 
pre-trial, but his preliminary 
hearing is tentatively sched- 
uled for January 2021. 
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Student voter turnout is expected to increase 


Colleges are making 
an effort to encourage 
young people to vote. 


ANDREA MORA 
Staff Writer 


College students have his- 
torically built a reputation of 
failing to come to the polls. 
However, with the many re- 


sources available and the 
wave of activism among 


younger citizens, that can 
change. 

Cal State Fullerton con- 
tinues to promote voter turn- 
out among the student de- 
mographic by _ providing 
registration, voting and prop- 
osition information on its 
website. The university will 
also host a voting center at 
the Titan Student Union that 
will be open from Oct. 30 to 
Nov. 3, in addition to the uni- 
versity’s Irvine campus. 

Associated Students Inc. 
created multiple posts on In- 
stagram with information re- 
garding elections and have 
even created an _ election 
team. 

In the 2018 election, only 
17,432 CSUF students of the 
registered 28,196 voted, a lit- 
tle over 60%. 

As of Oct. 20, over 65,000 
Californian college students 
registered to vote, according 
to the California Secretary of 
State. Only 21,000 California 
college students registered to 
vote in 2016. 

The use of social media 
platforms like Instagram, 
Twitter and TikTok makes 
it easier and more effec- 
tive for younger audiences 
to engage in voter aware- 
ness, said Jacob Singer, a 
ifth-year communications 
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student at CSUF. 

It’s become more com- 
mon for friends and family to 
post and reshare resources, 
but there’s no guarantee that 
people will take time to read 
it. Singer said it all depends 
on who posts it. 

“Within the sea of every- 
thing that’s getting post- 
ed I highly doubt people are 
checking in on every single 
one,” Singer said. “Everyone 
within the people that they 
are closest with might have 
more of a reason or a want 
to actually see what they 
posted.” 

Singer said he may take 
the time to look at a post if 


it’s coming from a credible 
source such as a CSUF ac- 
count or professor. 

James Barr, the Republi- 
cans of CSUF recruitment 
director and business ad- 
ministration major, said that 
he agrees that the school has 
been doing a great job try- 
ing to motivate students and 
are mainly voting because 
of their mindset to not let a 
specific candidate win rath- 
er than voting for a candidate 
that they genuinely like. 

“If you care at all about 
politics, regardless of what 
side of the aisle you rest on, 
your focus should be to reg- 
ister to vote because you 


may not think because of the 
numbers involved that your 
vote matters, but it absolute- 
ly does,” Barr said. “Even if 
you don’t care about politics, 
you should at least exercise 
your right to have your voice 
heard.” 

Sami Brown, a_ political 
science CSUF alumna, said 
that it’s important that col- 
lege students are reminded of 
how powerful and important 
their vote is. 

“I think it’s important to 
register to vote because your 
vote is your voice in this 
country,” Brown said. “De- 
ciding how you want it to 
play out, not only for yourself 


but for your friends, your 
family, people of color, wom- 
en, LGBTQ, immigrants.” 

As someone working in 
immigration law, Brown 
said she believes it’s import- 
ant to utilize one’s vote for 
those who cannot, such as 
immigrants and those who 
are incarcerated because stu- 
dents have the power to de- 
termine what this country 
will look like. While the sta- 
tistics are still unknown for 
the voter turnout of CSUF 
students this year, Barr and 
Singer both believe it will be 
higher. 

Cameron Blunt contribut- 
ed to this article. 
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Virus: College 
athletes’ health 
must be screened 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 
If a test comes back pos- 


itive, the case is report- 
ed to the public health 
department. 


Each test costs the univer- 
sity around $35, but Boucher 
said there is no charge to stu- 
dents, and that testing is not 
a part of a student’s health 
fee. 

Boucher said that the only 
CSUF staff who receive free 
testing are athletic trainers, 
supporting staff and coach- 
es who work with college 
athletes. He said the NCAA 
ruled that all athletes must be 
tested, which required CSUF 
to offer it in some form. 

Boucher said there are a 
number of benefits to the 
university offering free test- 
ing to students, including 
alleviating anxiety to those 
exposed to the virus and al- 
lowing students to work 
when their employer asks 
them to be tested. 

“IT think overall it’s re- 
ally to help the students,” 
Boucher said. “Is it the flu 
or is it a strep throat or is it 
COVID-19?” 

Boucher said that stu- 
dents should not get tested 
just because they are curious 
and that is why a physician 
or nurse practitioner will 


determine whether testing is 
warranted before scheduling 
an appointment. Bouher said 
he anticipates calls from stu- 
dents considering testing as 
more students become aware 
of the testing offered. 

Savannah Perrazas, a 
fourth-year communications 
student at CSUF, said it is 
important for the university 
to offer free testing because 
some students cannot easily 
access testing in their area. 

“They have some peace of 
mind that they have some- 
where where they can go to 
where they can actually re- 
ceive testing,” she said. 

Perrazas said that she will 
most likely use the testing of- 
fered by the university if she 
needs to. She added that the 
university should also offer 
testing to staff and faculty as 
well as local residents, but 
Boucher said that he doubts 
the health center will offer 
testing to non-CSUF related 
people in the future. 

The official on campus 
case count since the start 
of the semester has reached 
10 as of Sunday. This in- 
cludes students, staff and 
faculty who either live in 
student housing or attend 
in-person classes, work or 
activities on campus. 
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Sports 3 


Column: MLB undergoes format changes 


COVID-19 circumstances 
should not dictate the 
rules of baseball. 


CAMERON BLUNT 
Staff Writer 


Major League Baseball 
only played a total of 60 
regular season games due 
to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, instead of a normal full 
season with 162 games. 

Many new rules were im- 
plemented this year because 
of the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, leaving some questions 
about whether these rules 


will stay permanently or 
just for this year. 

One new rule the MLB 
made for the 2020 season 
is regarding extra innings. 
There would be a runner on 
second base to start every 
inning until one team wins. 
If the runner on second base 
scores, it will be counted as 
an unearned run. The rule 
was made in order to end 
games faster, which is un- 
derstandable, but this is a 
rule that has got to go when 
the next season starts. 

Extra innings should be 
played normally again. It is 


dailytitan.com 


For the Record 


Last week, an article incorrectly stated that 
vice presidential candidate Kamala Harris is a 
former senator rather than a current one. The 
Daily Titan apologizes for this error. 


unnecessary to end games 
quicker; instead, the games 
should be played without 
worrying about how long it 
will take to finish. 

Another new rule the 
MLB made this season in- 
volves doubleheaders and 
makeup games. If a game 
gets postponed, it would be 
rescheduled for a different 
day or played as a double- 
header like usual. 

However, the MLB made 
games this season only 
seven innings. Again, it is 
understandable why they 


would do this for this year, 
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but going forward, this rule 
should be removed. 

MLB games have always 
been a minimum of nine 
innings, and going for- 
ward, every game should be 
played for nine innings, re- 
gardless of circumstances. 

A new rule was finally 
made for the designated hit- 
ter position. The American 
League adopted the rule 
back in 1973, but the Na- 
tional League did not fol- 
low until this year. 

A good thing about this 
tule is that it gives more 
players a chance to play. 
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Back when National League 
pitchers were allowed to 
hit, National League po- 
sition players who did not 
start games were mainly 
on the bench. These play- 
ers eventually got to play 
later in the games, but only 
when the starting pitcher 
was out. If this new rule be- 
comes permanent with the 
National League, it gives 
more players a chance to be 
starters instead of back-up 
players. 

However, a downside to 
this rule is that some pitch- 
ers will disagree. Although 
some pitchers may like hit- 
ting, most pitchers are not 
that good. Having pitchers 
hit in the National League 
has always been part of the 
game, but this is a change 
that can really affect the 
future of baseball, possibly 
for the better 

The postseason has been 
changed up this season too. 
Instead of 10 total teams 
making the postseason, it is 
now up to 16 teams. This is 
a rule that should stay per- 
manently because it gives 
more teams a chance to 
make the playoffs. It works 
very similar to the NBA 
and NHL. 

Teams will play each oth- 
er based on what number 
seed they finished with at 
the end of the regular sea- 
son. Wild card games are 
three-game series, divi- 
sion series games are five- 
game series, and the cham- 
pionship and World Series 
games are seven-game 
series. 

The MLB has a lot to fig- 
ure out for the 2021 season 
as many changes are going 
to happen once the 2021 
season gets closer. 
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4 Sports 


Athletic trainers are 
taking extra steps to 
protect CSUF athletes. 


HUGO RIOS 
Editor 


As Cal State Fullerton’s ath- 
letic department prepares for 
the return of athletes to cam- 
pus, staff members are treading 
lightly due to concerns regard- 
ing the overall health and safety 
of their players. 

Since the closure of cam- 
pus facilities in March, athletes 
were forced to train and work- 
out on their own, while main- 
taining their health at home. 
However, on Oct. 19, the men’s 
basketball team held its first 
ull practice of the season, and 
soon other teams will be sure to 
“ollow. 

With the first regular season 
games for men’s and women’s 
basketball set to be played on 
Dec. 27 and Dec. 28, respec- 
tively, staff from CSUF’s athlet- 
ics department have expressed 
concern regarding the return. 

Alex Beljic, a strength and 
conditioning coach at CSUF, 
said he fears that athletes 
could potentially overwork 
themselves to return to the 
level they were at before the 
stay-at-home order. 


Beljic said that one of his re- 
sponsibilities is to manage the 
excitement and energy that ath- 
letes are going to have, in order 
to have a productive and effi- 
cient return to activity. 

While physical health is a 
concern for returning athletes, 
understanding and acknowl- 
edging athletes’ mental health 
is another important concern 
for staff. 

Kyle Burnett, an athletic 
trainer at CSUF, said that men- 
tal health screenings have be- 
come commonplace when eval- 
uating athletes. 

“The most important thing 
for us is we're trying to break 
the stigma around mental 
health,’ Burnett said. “It’s OK 
to not be OK, and getting the 
help that you need is more im- 
portant than harboring it in and 
trying to treat it yourself.” 

Beljic echoed the importance 
for athletes to have a stable 
mental health. “If you can’t be 
mentally healthy enough, you’re 
not going to succeed,” he said. 

Throughout the year, Bel- 
jic and Burnett said they have 
made an effort to reach out and 
attempt to be available for the 
athletes. 

Burnett said that having a re- 
lationship is critical in accom- 
plishing his goals. 


“My goal, and I know our 
staff’s goal, is to really try to 
build that relationship, build 
that rapport, and it really stems 
from getting to the student ath- 
letes on a personal level,’ Bur- 
nett said. 

Beljic and Burnett's efforts 
have not gone unnoticed. Play- 
ers like men’s basketball senior 
forward, Johnny Wang, said 
that he admires the efforts that 
both Beljic and Burnett have 
shown over the course of the 
year. 

Wang said that since the be- 
ginning of quarantine, Beljic 
has been “really focused on just 
trying to get everybody back in 
shape.” 

Beljic took into account that 
athletes were not able to have 
as intense of a workout at home 
compared to the offseason, so 
he made sure athletes had prop- 
er preparation for their bodies 
to adjust to their current cir- 
cumstances, Wang said. 

As for Burnett’s approach, 
Wang said “he did a really good 
job with communication” and 
consistently checked up on him 
and reminded him to not over- 
work himself. 

Even though there are con- 
cerns over athletes not com- 
ing back in the best physical or 
mental shape, both Beljic and 
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Practicing with proper precautions 
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Johnny Wang passes half-court in a match-up against Long Beach 
State on Feb. 19 at Titan Gym. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan) 


Burnett said they feel confident 
in being able to prevent over- 
working or injuries as the sea- 
son draws near. 

Burnett said he feels that 
“prevention is kind of the 
cornerstone of what we do,” 
so even though he has had to 
create preparations during 
a pandemic, he is not too 
worried about him or the 
staff being overwhelmed. 


As for Beljic, he said he 
knows that the athletes and staff 
are more than ready for the re- 
turn of sports. 

“At the end of day, it doesn’t 
necessarily matter how many 
resources we have because of 
our MO,” Beljic said. “Our MO 
is really just to outwork the 
competition and outsmart the 
competition. That’s something 
I'm proud of at this school.” 


Crowdfunding aids Athletic Department 


Titan Athletics’ Impact 
Initiative has raised over 
$32,000 in three weeks. 


TAMEKA POLAND 
Editor 


With sports on hiatus, Ti- 
tan Athletics launched its 
Impact Initiative in an ef- 
fort to crowdfund dona- 
tions for the fall and winter 
sports that had their sea- 
son’s postponed. 

Since the initiative’s in- 
ception on Oct. 1, the cam- 
paign has garnered over 
$32,000 combined between 
women’s volleyball, men’s 
and women’s cross country 
and track and field, men’s 
and women’s soccer as 
well as men’s and women’s 
basketball. 

“We pivoted really 
quickly and thought about 
how we could still provide 
an opportunity for our sup- 
porters to give to their fa- 
vorite teams to build up 
some funds” said Greg 
Paules Sr. director of de- 
velopment and associate 
athletic director, develop- 
ment. “I couldn’t be hap- 
pier. We have goals; each 
team helped to kind of help 
set those and anything that 
we could raise, I was go- 
ing to be happy with and 
we've had a really good 
response.” 

While fall and winter 
sports were canceled, the 
athletic department decid- 
ed it needed to find ways 
to generate extra revenue to 


ensure that once competi- 
tion returned, teams would 
not have to worry about 
anything other than playing 
their sport. 

Typically, fundraising 
occurs during the season 
along with donors donat- 
ing funds to help the ath- 
letic program throughout 
the year. Every year, each 
team plans a_ fundrais- 
ing event before the start 
of the season, however, 
due to the cancellation of 
sports, fundraising events 
that are normally planned 
throughout the year were 
canceled. 

Despite the reduced rev- 
enue, Titan Athletics’ 


overall budget has re- 
mained in the “black” and 
has not critically seen the 
financial implications from 
not playing. Paules said that 
the donations given to the 
department’s crowdfunding 
campaigns are seen as ad- 
ditional revenue to support 
each team’s budget. 

“We are really bless- 
ed in that we have a bud- 
get where everything that 
our teams raise, it’s a lit- 
tle extra. It’s the extras for 
our team so it’s extra gear, 
extra meals and some of 
those things. So this year 
it’s extra expenses relat- 
ed to COVID testing and 
masks,” he said. 


=e: 


There is no set dollar 
amount that people can do- 
nate and it also gives do- 
nors a chance to give back 
to other sports where they 
see fit. 

“What’s kind of excit- 
ing about the crowdfund- 
ing page is that it’s meant 
to garner participation, and 
we're getting some people 
that have never gave a gift 
to Cal State Fullerton and 
they found our crowdfund- 
ing pages and they are giv- 
ing to us for the first time,” 
Paules said. 

Although this was a trial 
run, due to the exceptional 
results, Paules said he be- 
lieves that they will likely 


CSUF meets before a pair of freethrows against UCI at Titan Gym on Feb. 5. (Omar Sanchez / Daily Titan) 
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By November 3. 


have this initiative in the 
spring. 

“We will have to see 
what the lay of the land is 
there. This was kind of to 
make up for the events that 
we lose typically for those 
fall and winter sports fund- 
raising events from August 
through November,” Paules 
said. 

As shown in this very 
short amount of time, do- 
nors are showing that al- 
though sports are largely 
inactive, they will con- 
tinue to be a part of the 


CSUF community and 
will continue to give as 
sports make their way 


back to competition. 


DAILY TITAN 
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Lifestyle 5 


Friendship Games celebrates 
heritage, uniting for virus relief 


The annual Pinoy party 
honored solidarity and 
tradition via Zoom. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


With over 10,000 views in 
two nights, the virtual 35th 
Friendship Games did not 
skip a beat on bringing spir- 
it, pride, unity and friendship, 
known as SPUF, to schools 
across the country as the event 
raised thousands of dollars 
for COVID-19 relief in the 
Philippines. 

Thirty-seven schools partic- 
ipated in the event coordinated 
by Cal State Fullerton’s Pilip- 
inx American Student Associa- 
tion, which livestreamed Friday 
and Saturday night on YouTube 
and Kumu, a live streaming 
app based in the Philippines. 
A Zoom watch party was also 
available for everyone to join, 
as people sang songs and let out 
support for all the performanc- 
es on both nights. The 10,000 
views made this year’s games 
the most participated, said 
Marcel Alansalon, co-coordi- 
nator of the event. 

“We were only expecting 
like the normal like 3,000, 
4,000 attendees,’ Alansalon 
said. “We kind of basically 
made history for ourselves and 
for our organization.” 

Over $19,000 was raised 
through donation wars lead- 
ing up to the event, with all the 
proceeds going to the National 
Alliance for Filipino Concerns, 
a nonprofit organization for 
COVID-19 relief in the Phil- 
ippines. With $2,608, CSUF 
raised the most money out of 
all the participating schools. 

Raising all the money was 
the favorite part of the event for 
Alansalon and his co-coordina- 
tor Kylie Tatom, as they didn’t 


expect to reach even $10,000. 
Ryan Leano, national coordina- 
tor of education for the National 
Alliance for Filipino Concerns, 
expressed his gratitude for the 
money being raised. 

“Tt’s not just celebrating our 
history of the past, but you are 
all makers of history of the 
present and where we are go- 
ing to move forward as a Fili- 
pino community,’ Leano said 
on Friday night. “All of us at 
the National Alliance for Fil- 
ipino Concerns just want to 
say thank you very much for 
partnering with us during this 
year’s Friendship Games, as 
well fundraising as much as 
possible so that we can sup- 
port our Kabayans both here in 
the U.S. and back home in the 
Philippines during this time of 
COVID-19.” 

The three finalists for Final 
Rampage, the event that de- 
cided the Friendship Games’ 
champion, were the Univer- 
sity of San Diego, Chapman 
University and CSUF. The fi- 
nal participants were based on 
the school’s amount of likes on 
each organization’s Instagram 
page, showing spirit and using 
each school’s hashtag, as well 
as through the donation wars. 

Since the finalists couldn’t 
participate in the usual obsta- 
cle course for Final Rampage, 
a Kahoot based on Friendship 
Games trivia determined the 
winner, with the University of 
San Diego taking the crown. 

Chapman University was 
crowned the SPUF champion 
and winner of the 8-foot trophy. 
For the competition, schools 
posted a video to the Friendship 
Games’ TikTok page, and the 
video with the most likes won. 
With over 1,200 likes, Chap- 
man University went with the 
theme “Step Up”, where mem- 
bers danced at a family out- 
ing for their tito and tita to the 


remixed version of the viral 
song, “Savage Love” by Jason 
Derulo and Jawsh 685. 

The first night began with 
Pilipinx club members from the 
participating schools speaking 
about what it means to be Pil- 
ipinx, the injustices happen- 
ing in the Philippines and what 
the community can do now 
and in the future to help them 
prosper. 

After a video montage of past 
games and words from past co- 
ordinators, Tatom and Alanson 
spoke about how excited they 
were after months of planning, 
even though the event was vir- 
tual, it was a chance for mem- 
bers of the Pilipinx community 
to come together. 

“Our coordinator positions 
are more than just student 
leadership roles. It’s a chance 
to make an impactful differ- 
ence for the community, and 
since one of our pillars is uni- 
ty, we wanted to ensure all of 
you had the opportunity to still 
feel connected during these un- 
precedented times,” Alansalon 
said. 

After Almicke Navarro of 
Arizona State University sang 
the U.S. national anthem and 
Maireen Barnachea of San Di- 
ego State sang the Philippines 
national anthem, Pilipinx group 
members from the participating 
schools showed off their vocals 
and dance moves on the first 
night. 

To the harmonizing Zoom 
performances from Univer- 
sity of California, Riverside 
and Cal State Northridge’s 
Andrew Vo’s acoustic rendi- 
tion of ‘90s classics, to dance 
routines from San Francis- 
co State and the University of 
Arizona’s Jason Marquez, the 
community’s talents were on 
full display as they had people 
in the watch party and chats 
cheering as if they were back 


JR AQUING 


The two-day celebration featured games and performance that 
ranged from dancing to singing. (Screenshot / Daily Titan) 


at the Intramural Fields. 

“T didn’t expect everyone to 
like show off in such a creative 
way. People even put up back- 
drops for themselves, decorated 
their house just for Friendship 
Games. I thought that was real- 
ly cool,” Tatom said. 

The second night included 
more student performances, 
including Infinite Pasabilities’, 
CSUF’s Pilipinx American Stu- 
dent Association dance crew, 
innovative routine shot with 
multiple camera angles, using 
the ongoing theme of unity. Paa 
Modern, a dance crew from UC 
Merced, performed a skit and 
dance routine based on the ani- 
mated series Dragon Ball Z that 
had the chat rooms going super 
saiyan with hype. 

The four headlining per- 
formers over the two nights 
did not disappoint. Former 
“The Voice” contestant Ced- 
rice started off Friday night by 
singing songs embracing wom- 
anhood and learning how to 
grow on your own, showing off 
her vocal range with slow and 
fast-tempo songs. With a guitar 
in hand, Kolohe Kai performed 
some of his biggest hits off the 
shores of Hawaii, soothing fans 
as they enjoyed the beautiful 
scenery. 

On Saturday night, Nieman 
Gatus, a Chapman University 


alumnus, gave the audience a 
taste of soul, while also cover- 
ing Bryson Tiller songs with a 
classic R&B feel. It all came 
to a close when “your friendly 
neighborhood tito” JR Aqui- 
no ended the show, as not even 
technical difficulties could stop 
him from performing. He end- 
ed his set with one of his most 
popular songs and crowd favor- 
ite, “By Chance.” With every- 
one simping, Aquino got the 
chat to sing and type “La La 
La” and ended with modified 
lyrics, “You look so beautiful 
on Friendship Games.” 

Both nights wouldn't be 
complete without the annual 
afterparty, with DJs Rodel and 
Gieezy using visual effects and 
hyped sets to get the audience 
feeling as if they were back 
at the City National Grove in 
Anaheim. 

With the money raised and 
all the spirit that was shown 
during Filipino American His- 
tory Month, Friendship Games 
proved that not even a pandem- 
ic could stop Pilipinx members 
across the nation from  unit- 
ing and celebrating what be- 
ing a Pinoy is all about, which 
Tatom said was an incredible 
experience. 

“Tt’s just so surreal that we 
actually pulled everything 
off,’ Tatom said. 


Bazaar: 


CAMILLE MANALOTO 
Staff Writer 


562 Flea in Whittier held 
a Halloween-themed night 
market on Saturday for its 
second event. The new flea 
market, started by vintage 
clothing reseller, Andres 
Vega, seems to be a big hit 
already with over 400 people 
in attendance. 

It is located in a small alley 
on Whittier Boulevard, and 
had around 30 vendors rang- 
ing from clothing to hand- 
made goods to plants. 

After selling on Depop and 
Instagram (@mandarkmar- 
ket) for two years, Vega had 
an idea to sell in person. His 
vision was to create a space 
where young people could 
have a good time and support 
small businesses all in one 
place, and as a local Whitti- 
er resident, he said he want- 
ed to create that space in his 
hometown. 

Overall, the event was suc- 
cessful. The vendors are all 
mostly online sellers, and in- 
teracting with them in person 
shows the amount of passion 
and work they put into their 
craft. He included seasoned 
vendors with big followings 
to help promote the event and 


New small business community 


new up-and-coming vendors, 
like Kaylee Camacho, owner 
of the art shop Honey Baked 
Resin, where she sells custom 
coasters, trays and jewelry. 

Camacho said she enjoys 
doing pop-up events and flea 
markets because of the per- 
sonal aspect as she is able 
to physically interact with 
her customers and hear their 
feedback. 

“I get reviews on Etsy, but 
it’s different when someone’s 
there,” she said. “I get to re- 
ally hear what’s out there and 
what they want to see.” 

Like many of the vendors, 
Camacho does all the work 
for her business, from cus- 
tomer service to design and 
social media. She said she 
has realized how much work 
goes into being a small busi- 
ness owner. Camacho said 
she was happy to see the 
community of store owners 
getting good business, with 
herself contributing too. 

“It was hard not to spend 
everything I made,’ Cama- 
cho said. 

When Vega was start- 
ing out, he said he not only 
wanted to include people he 
personally knows, most of 
which are male clothing re- 
sellers, but he also made sure 
that there was something for 


everyone in the limited space 
he had by making sure wom- 
en resellers were represent- 
ed as well. Vega said his first 
event exceeded his expec- 
tations, as he has held two 
successful events. Since the 
number of applicants is more 
than double the amount that 
the space allows, Vega said 
he plans to find a new loca- 
tion and expand his market to 
include more vendors at fu- 
ture events. 


Because of the limited 


amount of space, Vega has 
included different vendors at 


each event to give as many 
people the opportunity to 
participate and include as 
much variety as possible. 

Cal State Fullerton stu- 
dent Cassie Barnett said 
her first experience at a flea 
market was at 562 Flea, and 
it was a bit different than she 
expected. Instead of peo- 
ple just reselling old stuff, 
she was met with tons of 
small businesses all in one 
place. Barnett said she tries 
to shop through small busi- 
nesses, but they are not al- 
ways easy to find online. 


“I think it makes it easier 
when you actually go some- 
where like a flea market and 
they have small businesses 
there because not everyone 
can find small businesses,” 
she said. 

While Barnett said she en- 
joyed the event, she hoped 
it was bigger and is among 
those anticipating the mar- 
ket’s expansion. 

Vega said he plans to host 
his next event on Noy. 15. 
Remember to bring a face 
mask and prepare to hit the 
$5 deal racks. 


Owner of Honey Baked Resin, Kaylee Camacho, promoting her shop. (Camille Manaloto / Daily Titan) 
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Pandemic guidelines 
for a safe and healthy 
Halloween celebration 


ANTHONY ROBLES 
Staff Writer 


As COVID-19 cases rise 
in the United States, the 
Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention is rec- 
ommending ways that peo- 


ple can safely celebrate 
Halloween. 
The CDC stated that 


large gatherings, including 
traditional house-to-house 
trick-or-treating and Hal- 
loween costume parties, 
pose a high risk for the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
prompting Halloween-lov- 
ers to think the holiday is 
cancelled. 

While Orange County 
is not enforcing any ban 
on trick-or-treating, the 
county has been sharing 
links to CDC tips via so- 
cial media on how to best 
celebrate from a safe dis- 
tance and reduce risks as- 
sociated with the spread of 
COVID-19. 

The Orange County 
Health Care Agency re- 
ported 316 new cases of 
COVID-19 in its latest 
numbers that were released 
on Saturday. The county is 
currently in the second tier 
of framework set by the 
California Department of 
Public Health. 

According to the CDC, 
moderate-risk Halloween 
activities include attend- 
ing a small group outdoor 
costume party where peo- 
ple space themselves six- 
feet apart, visiting pump- 
kin patches where hand 
sanitizer is used before 
touching pumpkins and 
having an outdoor Hallow- 
een movie night with local 
family friends also spaced 
at six-feet apart. 

The highest-risk Hallow- 
een activities include tradi- 
tional door-to-door trick- 
or-treating, crowded indoor 
costume parties with per- 
sons who are not in your 
family and entering in- 
door haunted houses where 
screaming can occur. 


Another popular idea 
called trunk-or-treat- 
ing where people would 


The CDC has deemed virtual costume-contests as a low-risk activity. 


(Anthony Robles / Daily Titan) 


alternatively go from car to 
car instead of door to door 
is categorized by the CDC 
as high risk due to the po- 
tential for an increased 
number of lines in large 
crowded parking lots. 

The California Depart- 
ment of Public Health rec- 
ommended that people 
should not go out trick- 
or-treating or mixing with 
other private gatherings. 

The department also said 
people should take per- 
sonal protection measures 
ahead of celebrating Hal- 
loween, including wear- 
ing a face-covering noting 
that “plastic, rubber, vi- 
nyl and other Halloween 
costume masks are not an 
acceptable substitute for 
cloth face-coverings for the 
prevention of COVID-19 
spread.” 

Another popular Hal- 
loween outing is costume 
shopping, and  Hallow- 
een themed stores have 
changed this year to in- 
clude increased sanitation 
procedures due to the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

Halloween themed pop- 
1p store Spirit Halloween 
has updated its stores and 
is abiding by the standards 
set by the CDC if people 


c 


Spooky activities can continue, as long as people follow suggested regulations. 
(Anthony Robles / Daily Titan) 


find themselves wanting to 
shop for a costume. Safety 
precautions include store 
capacity limits, in-depth 
associate training on hy- 
giene protocols, six-feet 
social distancing, floor 
markings and _ requiring 
guests to wear protective 
face coverings. 

Even with suggest- 
ed guidelines and recom- 
mendations, there are still 
plenty of ways people can 
celebrate Halloween this 
year at a safe distance. 

“T’m doing a little Zoom 
pumpkin carving gig with 
my pals,” Cal State Ful- 
lerton art major Emily Ko- 
pacz told the Daily Titan 
through Reddit. “Planning 
on cutting cool designs on 
them, having some apple 
cider drinks and dressing 
up.” 

Sociology major  Ni- 
cole Imperial also shared 
her plans, and said people 
can get creative with ways 
to hand out candy with no 
contact. 

“My dad and I are plan- 
ning to build a candy slide 
as seen on YouTube to pass 
out to kids if there will be 
any on Halloween,” Impe- 
rial said. “We will be dec- 
orating our masks to fit our 
costumes and standing on 
our lawn so kids won’t be 
bunched up together at the 
door.” 

Communications major 
Natale Kalkanian said she 
is having a night in with 


her family to mark the 
holiday. 
“Tm going to have a 


movie night with my fam- 
ily,’ Kalkanian said. “It’s 
the first time in years that 
we'll all be together on 
Halloween so I thought we 
should do something fun as 
a family.” 

Despite the pandem- 
ic, Halloween is still the 
spookiest time of year, 
and many can still em- 
brace the thrill the sea- 
son has to offer. As long 
as they follow limits, of 
course. 

A list of the highest and 
lowest risk Halloween 
activities can be found 
at https://www.cdc.gov/ 
coronavirus/2019-ncov/ 
daily-life-coping/holi- 
days. html. 


Gearing up 
for spooky 
season 


RUDI SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


Halloween is just around 
the corner, and people are 
making plans to celebrate 
the beloved holiday. With 
COVID-19 cases still be- 
ing reported in California, 
many are opting out of tra- 
ditional Halloween celebra- 
tions and thinking of new 
ways to celebrate. 

As of Oct. 23, Los An- 
geles County had approx- 
imately 298,937 cases re- 
ported since the pandemic 
began, while Orange Coun- 
ty had a little over 58,000 
cumulative cases reported. 
These numbers have resi- 
dents in both counties re- 
considering their Hallow- 
een plans. 

Stephanie Salas, a Cal 
State Fullerton alumni who 
lives in Pomona, usually 
went to Universal Studios 
Halloween Horror Nights 
as her Halloween tradition. 
However, now the pandem- 
ic has caused her to scrap 
her yearly pilgrimage. 

“My birthday falls along 
like a few days before Hal- 
loween, so that’s what I 
wanted everyone to do,” 
Salas said. “I actually real- 
ly enjoy going on Hallow- 
een day because they amp 
up the scares.” 

Even before the pandem- 
ic, Salas has been extra cau- 
tious about staying healthy, 
given her employment as a 
mental health worker at a 
local hospital. 

“Masks. Hand sanitizer. 
Gloves. Everywhere I go,” 
Salas said. 

With COVID-19 safety 
regulations in place, Salas 
said she plans to stay at 
home and enjoy her Hal- 
loween decorations. 

Tania Reyes, an Or- 
ange County resident and 
a mother of two children, 
said that her family’s typ- 
ical Halloween festivities 
included dressing up and 
trick or treating around the 
block. This holiday, howev- 
er, they are planning to stay 
home, watch a movie and 
order pizza. 

“No passing candy out. 
No going trick or treating,” 


Reyes said. “Yeah, not do- 
ing anything.” 

Reyes said she hopes to 
go back to her family’s usu- 
al Halloween activities next 
year if the safety regula- 
tions are lifted. 

April Gonzales, a_res- 
ident of San Bernardino 
County for four years and is 
a mother to three girls and 
one boy, said that her fami- 
ly typically celebrated Hal- 
loween by having a potluck, 
trick or treating, and pass- 
ing out candy. 

“This Halloween we are 
currently going to plan 
on having a potluck, stay 
home, no trick or treating, 
but we are all going to dress 
up,” Gonzales said. 

Gonzales said that 
COVID-19 has been the 
reason behind their change 
of plans this holiday. Like 
many others, she believes 
it’s safer to stay home than 
go trick or treating. 

“We really can’t take a 
chance of catching COVID, 
going house-to-house not 
knowing whose hands were 
in the candy or who’s touch- 
ing the candy or passing out 
the candy,” Gonzales said. 

If it weren’t for the pan- 
demic, their plans would 
be very different. Gonzales 
said they would certainly be 
inviting all of their friends 
and family over, having a 
big party, going to haunted 
houses and of course, trick 
or treating. 

Salas, Reyes and Gonza- 
les are taking the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention advice by stay- 
ing home this Halloween. 

Some of the lowest risk 
activities for preventing 
the spread of viruses are to 
decorate your living space 
or have a Halloween mov- 
ie night with the people you 
live with. 

Although everyone is 
encouraged to stay safe 
and healthy, do not let 
COVID-19 stop your fam- 
ily from having fun this 
Halloween. 

As long as the CDC 


guidelines are  main- 
tained, you and your 
family can still enjoy 


many of the traditional 
Halloween festivities. 
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UP TO DATE 


10/26: Spring 2021 Registration Opens 
(see Registration page for your 
date/time) 


Virtual Study Abroad Info Session 
(Register at extension.fullerton. 


edu/studyabroad/) 


Arboretum Plant Sale Begins 


WEEKLY PLAYLIST 


Halloween Hits 


DARYOTITAN 

Spooky Season has 
been upon us, but the 
week of Halloween is 
finally here! Celebrate 
\ with us by jamming 

| \ along to these 


Halloween 
Hits 


Halloween Hits. 


Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to 
contribute to 

Q search @ Scan upcoming playlists. 
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(=) Open 


Where’s Tuffy is now online! Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to take part in the elephantastic 


scavenger hunt! 
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Follow us @thedailytitan 


TITAN: WEEK 


Teryanne Nguyen 


Teryanne is an exceptionally motivated 
person that exceeds all expectations when 
signing up for a commitment such as her 
position of VP of Human Resources in Pi 
Sigma Epsilon. She created elements for the 
board that were beyond her task list and 
goes above and beyond to make sure the 
job gets done right. She holds five positions 
including on and off campus and somehow 
manages to find time to dedicate to each of 
them! If you have the pleasure of working 
with her, you would find she is always open 
to discussion and looking for the best overall 
solutions. Can't wait to see what the future 
has in store for this Titan! 
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H O ROS CO P E WRITTEN by Stepheny Gehrig 


People are asking a lot from 
you this week. Understand 
your limits and take into 
account your own needs. 


RI 
ES 

(Mar. 21- 

Apr. 19) 


AU Some of the burdens that 

you've ignored are starting 
RUS to pop up and cause issues 
again. Take time to reflect 
and problem solve, maybe 
reaching out to friends might 
provide a solution that you 
never thought of. 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


This week is charged with new 
energy! At the start of the 
week, you'll be in a reflective 
mood and the end will bring 
about an awakening. Be open 
to change as a shift in your 
career or love lives are to be 
expected. 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


AN Despite understanding the 

stability of your relationships, 
CE R this week will bring you 

er into a turbulent state. You 
might start to question your 
relationships at the beginning 
of the week. Communication 
will help these problems. 


Your logical side will kick 

in this week. Rather than 
typically listening to your 
emotional side, you should 
take advantage of the logical 
clearing that this week 
provides. Use this time to 
make important decisions. 


| £0 


(Jul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


IR You've been booking yourself 
G re) up between socializing, 


work and other obligations. 


IB Although you might usually 
lean toward the shy side, this 
RA week might bring a boost of 


(Sep 23- confidence your way. Don’t 
Oct. 22) po 
esitate to speak to new 
people or try new activities. 
C This week should be time that 
you take for yourself. You’ve 
Pl been burdened with a lot of 
(Oct. 23- activities and events that have 
Noy, 21) 


taken a toll on you. Take this 
week as a time to relax and 
focus on your needs. 


AGITT A new energy is in the 
ARIUS works. Aim to have those 


difficult talks that you’ve 
eed been avoiding. The shift 
: in energy will provide the 
time for understanding and 
being able to properly voice 
your thoughts. 


APRI This week will bring 
CORN forward the things that 


you’ve been struggling 
ei with. Though this week 


may be more difficult, this 
turbulence will lead you the 
better you that you’ve been 
working toward. 


Don’t hesitate to reach 


QUA 


out to friends and family 
RI US this week. The start of the 


week might be filled with 

heavy thinking, which will 

set the tone for the rest of 
your week. 


Van. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


IS This week will be very busy 
Cc Ec for you so plan accordingly. 


Some unexpected plans or 


(Aug. 23- This week might push you (Feb. 19- obligations may pop up and 
Sep. 22) to the limit as some of your Mar. 2 mess up your schedule, so 
activities conflate with each be sure to stay on top of 
other. Try to take time to everything. 
rearrange your schedule. 
The 


Butterbeer Frappucino at Starbucks 


Are you a Harry Potter fan? Do you miss the 
Butterbeer drink at Universal Studios? This drink is 


for you! 


Ask for a Creme Frappucino base and then ask for 3 pumps of caramel syrup and 


3 pumps of toffee nut syrup. 


Adjust the recipe’s sweetness based on your personal taste and size. 


Want to nominate for Titan 
of the Week or submit art 
ora poem? 


Scan the QR code or 
fz Visit https://forms.gle/ 
Co1f93M7TFdGJeMn6é 


NOTHING CLEVER TO SAY sy: SARAH FONG 


| have nothing clever to say... 


at¥g 


But you're pawsome! 


Want to share your Fast Food 
or Restaurant hacks? 


Scan the QR code or Visit: 
https://forms.gle/6tK4q34EU9gmre5p8& 


You got this! 
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eads to greater Discord 


The software platform lacks 
in learning benefits despite 
its class size options. 


AYRTON LAUW 
Editor 


As students try to traverse 
through online schooling, it’s 
hard to think that there aren’t 
any other options than hav- 
ing to settle for Zoom as the 
“premiere” software to attend 
class. However, there is one: 
Discord. 

Unfortunately, the company 
missed its golden opportunity 
to reign supreme as a leading 
communication software over 
the Zoom overlords. 

When attempting to under- 
stand why students don’t nec- 
essarily need Zoom, it’s not 
that Discord is better and that 
students should use it. Rather, 
Discord provides a practical 
and much more user-friendly 
interface than Zoom. 


Instead of just accepting the 
status quo, there should have 
been some other options con- 
sidered albeit —_ universities’ 
swift online transition. 

A benefit to using Discord 
for educational purposes is its 
cost. Take Zoom as the current 
example — a single license for 
education for 20 hosts, giving 
20 teachers the ability to host 
is $1,800. According to College 
Factual, a website that displays 
college data for prospective 
students to understand statis- 
tics for certain schools, Cal 
State Fullerton has over 2,000 
instructional employees, with 
a 25-to-1  student-to-teacher 
ratio. 

Without having to negoti- 
ate with a Zoom salesperson, 
the online price for the highest 
number of hosts shows that a 
school can acquire a license for 
a mere 149 teachers for nearly 
$13,500. 

With over 2,000 teach- 
ing faculty, the dollar amount 


fixated to that can surely cost 
more than hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. It’s not a 
shock to assume that students 
would probably pay for this in 
their tuition as well. 

Adding to that, each of the 
hosts on Zoom can host up- 
wards of a reported 300 par- 
ticipants. Realistically, many 
of the classes at CSUF hardly 
exceed over 50 students in at- 
tendance. However, Discord’s 
max server capacity can only 
hold up to 50 participants, 
which include the host of the 
server. It’s a small downside 
as there are, of course, classes 
that do have participants that 
exceed 50, overflowing into the 
hundreds of students for one 
professor to handle. This factor 
makes Zoom the only solution 
for such a large class. 

Even though Discord lacks 
in meeting size, it’s conve- 
niently free of cost. At that 
price point, it’s something to 
consider, especially if paid 


MARGARET TRAN / DAILY TITAN 


licenses for university-wide 
software come out of students’ 
pockets. 

A powerful feature that 
teachers can really take ad- 
vantage of is using one serv- 
er for multiple classes. It has 
its drawbacks if a teacher isn’t 
very tech savvy, but it can lead 
to a layout similar to a Canvas 
page. 

Discord provides __ text 
channels where people can 
post messages instantly and 
voice channels where pro- 
fessors would be able to hold 
their classes, with video and 
screen-sharing options that are 
similar to Zoom. 

Its a combination of both 
professional software with a 
user-friendly interface that has 
a small learning curve. 

One thing Zoom can’t do is 
allow for students to chat af- 
ter class unless they’ve already 
exchanged information with 
each other. Discord excels in its 
messaging feature as students 


are able to chat with the class 
after hours, in real time and 
privately. 

Most of the time when meet- 
ings close, that’s all the time 
they have as the conversation 
would be left hanging. Instant 
messages are crucial for educa- 
tion, especially when someone 
is having an existential crisis at 
3 a.m. because their homework 
is due in a couple of hours. 

Granted Discord’s platform 
is geared toward gamers, that 
doesn’t discount the fact that it 
should be seen as a major con- 
tender in terms of using it for 
education. 

In fact, it’s a top player in the 
realm of Voice Over Internet 
Protocol Software, commonly 
abbreviated to VoIP, with about 
250 million registered users as 
of last year. Seeing as the gam- 
er population only increases, it 
would be far easier to integrate 
a software into their education 
that many are familiar with. 

Even though Discord missed 
the opportunity to be the lead- 
ing software for education, 
it doesn’t mean that the plat- 
form isn’t free of criticism in 
terms of connection and audio 
issues. 

Whether it be Zoom, Dis- 
cord or the “ancient” technolo- 
gy that is Skype, each platform 
has its problems, and until 
technology advances, there is 
no perfect option. 

Despite few downsides, Dis- 
cord has many upsides. With 
a loyal and strong user base, 
the transition to using the soft- 
ware could immediately cut 
costs for schools, saving thou- 
sands, if not hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars to provide stu- 
dents with an already familiar 
learning experience. 


Given its issues, students 
should be provided with 
email alternatives. 


DIANA JARRAH 
Staff Writer 


During an already tumul- 
tuous year full of incon- 
veniences, it only seems 
fitting that a source of sta- 
bility has been taken from 
students — Gmail. 

On June 15, Cal State Ful- 
lerton students made the 
mandatory transition from 
Gmail to Office 365 Out- 
look, a plan with the in- 
tention of preparing stu- 
dents for a workplace 
where the platform is an 
industry-standard. 

CSUF’s faculty were al- 
ready enrolled in Outlook 
before this migration, and 


including students ~— was 
meant to help campus-wide 
communications, according 
to the university’s Division 
of Information Technology 


page. 
However, Outlook’s im- 
plementation has only 


brought a world of problems 
for many students, especial- 
ly after spending the entire- 
ty of college depending on 
Gmail’s user-friendly inter- 
face and simple organiza- 
tion tools. 

Just one glance at Out- 
look’s interface reveals the 
grim user experience. With 
a bleak theme where words 
and buttons seem to blend 
into each other, the overall 
layout is nothing short of a 
lackluster eyesore. 

Even with the option to 
switch between an old and 
newer design, both are 
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equally as monotonous. 

I’m sure for a higher ed- 
ucation institution, it seems 
logical to want to prepare 
students for software widely 
used across different profes- 
sional fields. Still, an abrupt 
transition with nothing more 
than an FAQ on the univer- 
sity’s IT page has left stu- 
dents feeling disorganized. 

Since the transition was 
announced in June, oppo- 
sition and frustration with 
this decision appeared in 
several posts on the univer- 
sity’s Reddit page. 

These posts have ad- 
dressed problems ranging 
from professor’s emails get- 
ting sent to students’ junk 
mail to the interface’s poor 
ability to protect against 
phishing, an attempt from 
hackers to gather sensitive 
information. 

“T fell for a phishing email 
through my work email ap- 
parently, when before in 
Gmail most of those kinds 
of emails were filtered out 
entirely,” one Reddit user 
said. 

The university’s IT de- 
partment even sent out an 
announcement explain- 
ing how to avoid suspicious 
emails and warning stu- 
dents about these phishing 
attempts through Outlook. 

But as students, we 
shouldn’t have to dodge 
sketchy emails in our in- 
box. Especially when the 
filters we set to avoid these 
phishing attempts begin to 


affect our work. 

“Why they switched to 
Outlook still doesn’t make 
sense to me. Unfortunate- 
ly, everything from Canvas 
seems to go into my Out- 
look spam as well,” another 
Reddit user said. 

Due to the overwhelming 
amount of organizational 
tools in the platform, users 
have to create a set of rules 
within their email to prevent 
important messages from 
getting swallowed into the 
black hole that’s Outlook. 

Even then, that’s still not 
a guarantee. As for Gmail, 
the default settings already 
prevented this. 

It isn’t students’ respon- 
sibility to continually be 
tweaking their inboxes for 
Outlook to do its job. In- 
stead of suffering under the 
reign of Outlook, the uni- 
versity should offer alterna- 
tives to students. 

One of the glaringly ap- 
parent options is allowing 
students to return to Gmail 
if they choose. Sure having 
faculty and students using 
the same email software is 
convenient for the univer- 
sity, but when it becomes 
a burden for the student 
body, something needs to 
change. 

If students attempt to log 
back into their Gmail, they 
are barred out of their ac- 
count entirely. Although 
students still have access to 
Google’s applications, ex- 
cluding Gmail from it takes 


is a barrier to communications 


away the value of easi- 
ly communicating through 
them. 

As someone who fre- 
quently uses Google Docs to 
collaborate on school proj- 
ects with classmates, using 
Gmail created a streamlined 
form of communication that 
made it simpler to email and 
work with peers. Constantly 
switching between Outlook 
and Google Docs is ineffec- 
tive and redundant. 

Opening up this option for 
email preference would also 
grant students the ability to 
use their Gmail and all the 
other applications it offers 
beyond graduation because 
Google is free of cost. 

Though Outlook alone 
is also free, adding on all 
of the applications that add 
meaning to its relevance 
would have alumni drop 
$69.99 a year for a Micro- 
soft subscription. 

If CSUF’s intention was 
to better prepare students 
for the workplace, choos- 
ing to adopt this idea in 
the middle of a global pan- 
demic and a virtual semes- 
ter seems short-sighted at 
best. 

Opening up the options 
for students would take the 
strain off of trying to figure 
out the complexities of Out- 
look and would allow stu- 
dents to use an email they’re 
more comfortable with. 

A student’s inbox should 
be a place of familiarity, not 
an added stressor. 
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